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Shandon San-Juan Water District 

Shandon-San Juan Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, July 23, 2020 

                      

A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Shandon-San Juan Water District (SSJWD) was held on 
Thursday, July 23, 2020 at 9:00 am utilizing a virtual meeting format.  The agenda and all supporting documents 
were posted at https://www.ssjwd.org/agendas-minutes.  Both telephone and electronic screen share options 
were made available to the public. 
 
 
I.  Call to Order             
President Cunha called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. and Secretary Stephanie Bertoux recorded the 
minutes.   
 
 
II.  Roll Call               
The following directors were present, constituting a quorum for the transaction of business.  
 
Directors Present:   Willy Cunha   Steve Sinton 
    Marshall Miller   Matt Turrentine 
    Kevin Peck 
 
Others Present:    Randy Diffenbaugh, SSJWD Staff  

Paul Sorensen, GSI Water Solutions  
Mike Ahumada, Sunview Vineyards 
Jerry Reaugh, Estrella-El Pomar-Creston Water District 
Ray Shady, Grapevine Capital Partners 
Stacie Ann Silva, New Current Water & Land 
Brent Burchett, Monterey County Farm Bureau 
Stephanie Bertoux, SSJWD Secretary/Treasurer 
 

 
III.  Public Comment             
No public comment. 
 
 
IV.  Consent Agenda             
The Consent Agenda included: 

A. Meeting Minutes from June 16, 2020 
B. Treasurer’s Report dated July 20, 2020 

 
MOTION – Approve the Consent Agenda with the following revisions to the meeting minutes dated June 16, 
2020:  1.)  Under V – Directors’ Reports – Revise the first sentence under A. County Offset Ordinance to read: 
Director Sinton reported that the County’s Offset Ordinance went before the WRAC on June 3 where he 
reviewed SSJWD’s comment letter and the letter was also included in the Planning Commission staff report at 
its June 11, 2020 meeting.  2.) Under X – Flood Water Capture and Recharge Feasibility Study – amend the roll 
call of the motion from 5-0 to 4-1 to reflect Director Peck’s dissenting vote. 
 

https://www.ssjwd.org/agendas-minutes
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It was MOVED by Director Sinton, seconded by Director Cunha, and carried by a 4-0 roll call vote.  Director Miller 
arrived late to the meeting and did not vote on this item. 
 
V.  Directors’ Reports            
A.  County Offset Ordinance:  Director Sinton reported that the County’s Offset Ordinance will go before Board 

of Supervisors at their meeting on August 18, 2020. 
 
B.  WRAC:  Director Sinton reported that the WRAC did not hold a meeting in July 2020. 

C.  Economic Impact Study:  Director Cunha reported that the Economic Impact Study will be released on August 
27, 2020 during the Central Coast Insights meetings.  SSJWD will also provide a copy of the study to the Board 
of Supervisors and the local media.  This will be discussed further at SSJWD’s Board meeting on August 18, 
2020. 

D.  Prop 1D Grant Reimbursement:  Director Cunha reported that he has contacted all GSA partners regarding 
billing and will coordinate with Treasurer Stephanie Bertoux to prepare invoices.  This will also be discussed 
at the next PBCC Meeting scheduled for September 16, 2020. 

E.  PBCC Meeting on 09/16:  Director Cunha asked the Board to provide requests for any items to be placed on 
the PBCC agenda.  Items requested include:  1) discussion of a potential change to the Plan Manager 
Designation for the GSP so that SSJWD may interact directly with DWR as the GSP is reviewed and 2) 
discussion of cooperative projects to undertake as a group. 

F.  Grant for Watershed Coordinator:  Director Cunha reported that the solicitation period for 2020 Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Watershed Coordinator Program Grant is now open. Applications for the 
program will be accepted through September 15, 2020 at 5 p.m.  Two workshops will be held in August 2020 
to answer questions regarding the application.  More information can be found at:  
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/watershed 

 
 
VI.  Resolution 20-001 to Levy and Collect SSJWD Assessment for FY 2020/21    
Director Cunha reviewed Resolution 20-001 authorizing the levy and collection of the District’s Assessment for 
fiscal year 2020/21.  As outlined in Resolution 20-001, SSJWD’s assessment levels are:  $25 per acre for irrigated 
lands; $0.11 per acre for non-irrigated lands; and $7.50 for residences.  The District’s “De minimus” level is 
$25.00.  “De minimus” is defined as any parcel (or in the case of a landowner owning multiple parcels the 
collective parcels owned) where the total amount levied is less than $25.00.   
  
MOTION – Approve Resolution 20-001 as presented.   
 
It was MOVED by Director Sinton, seconded by Director Peck, and carried by a 4-0 roll call vote.  Director Miller 
arrived late to the meeting and did not vote on this item. 
 
 
VII.  Floodwater Capture and Stormwater Recharge Study       
Phase 1 of the Floodwater Capture and Stormwater Recharge Feasibility Study is now complete.  SSJWD received 
an invoice in the amount of $3,551.25 that includes the balance owed on the contract in the amount of 
$1,381.62 plus a request for payment for additional services in the amount of $2,169.63.  This contract is split 
equally between SSJWD and EPCWD.  The approved budget of $40,000 for Phase 1 was exceeded by a total of 
$4,339.25 due to two additional presentations to SSJWD and EPCWD.  SSJWD’s portion of the overage is 
$2,169.63.   
 

https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/watershed/Documents/2020%20WCP%20SGMA%20Solicition%20Release_rev1.pdf
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/watershed/Documents/2020%20WCP%20SGMA%20Solicition%20Release_rev1.pdf
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/watershed/Documents/2020%20SGMA%20WCP%20Application.docx
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/watershed/Documents/2020%20SGMA%20WCP%20Application.docx
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/watershed
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/watershed
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MOTION – Approve payment of Invoice 0757.004-5 from GSI Water Solutions in the amount of $3,551.25 with 
the proviso that Director Cunha send a letter along with payment requesting that future contract overages be 
approved by the District in advance of performing the work. 
 
It was MOVED by Director Sinton, seconded by Director Cunha, and carried by a 4-0 roll call vote.  Director Miller 
arrived late to the meeting and did not vote on this item. 
 
   
VIII.  Well Data for SSJWD’s Monitoring Network        
SSJWD Staff Randy Diffenbaugh reviewed the draft letter and consent form to be sent to landowners requesting 
well access and data to assist in studying and developing SSJWD’s Monitoring Network as part of the 
implementation of the GSP.  The documents can be found on SSJWD’s website.  The Board requested that both 
the letter and form be revised to include a statement clarifying that this data will be collected at no cost to the 
landowner.  The Board also requested that the consent form include an option for this data to be held short-
term for the purposes of study at the District level and therefore will not be made public. 
 

MOTION – Approve the introductory letter and consent form for access and use of well data with the 
amendments cited above with the proviso that the final version is reviewed by legal counsel prior to release. 
 
It was MOVED by Director Sinton, seconded by Director Turrentine, and carried by a 4-0 roll call vote.  Director 
Miller arrived late to the meeting and did not vote on this item. 
 
 
IX.  Consider Proposal from Hollenbeck Consulting        
The Board reviewed and discussed the initial proposal from Hollenbeck Consulting to provide as-needed 
engineering consulting and cost estimating services to improve the District’s understanding of how various 
capital projects could be structured to bring additional water supplies to the Basin.  Director Turrentine will 
follow up with Hollenbeck Consulting to request a revised proposal with a more definitive scope of work and 
budget.  SSJWD will invite Mr. Hollenbeck to a future meeting to review the revised proposal and answer 
questions.  It is the intent of SSJWD to do the ground work but desires to work in conjunction with the PBCC and 
administer the contract under their purview. 
 
 

X.  Adjourn              
The next meeting of the Board of Directors will be held on August 18, 2020.  Being no further business, President 
Cunha adjourned the meeting at 10:42am.   
 
Accepted: 
 

 

 

Stephanie Bertoux, Secretary 
August 25, 2020     


